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See how the flowers of the 

field grow.  

They do not labor or spin.  

29 Yet I tell you that not even 

Solomon in all his splendor 

was dressed like one of these.  

30 If that is how God clothes 

the grass of the field, which is 

here today and tomorrow is 

thrown into the fire, will he 

not much more clothe you—

you of little faith?  

33 But seek first his kingdom 

and his righteousness, and all 

these things will be given to 

you as well. 

 In this crazy spring of 2020, I 

notice the flowers are not 

worried about the Corona vi-

rus.  They are simply doing 

what flowers do – pushing-up 

through the ground, to an-

nounce their presence, in the 

most vibrant and colorful 

ways! But even as somewhat 

simple organisms, they are 

able to reflect God’s Glory and 

thereby, bring Glory to Him. 

(Continued on page 2) 

a choice.  She really loved 

flowers! 

As we reflect on flowers, we 

find them amazing for their 

created beauty, variety, bril-

liant colors and fragrance. 

 

Jesus Himself, chose to be 

known as;  

The Rose of Sharon, and The 

Lily of the Valley. 

God uses flowers, like the 

dogwood, or the poinsettia, 

tell the story of the death and 

resurrection of Christ. 

Jesus told a Parable, which 

featured flowers: 

Matthew 6:28-33 … 

28 “And why do you worry 

about clothes?  

 

It was Ralph Waldo Emerson, 

who said;  

“The Earth laughs in flowers.”   

One year, when my maternal 

grandma, Valda Norris, (Gran) 

travelled with my parents, to 

the Azalea Festival, in Mus-

kogee, Oklahoma, she looked 

around at all of the colors, 

and said;  

“Ohh!   

It’s like eating too much ice 

cream!”  

Every time I think of that story, 

it makes me smile, as I think 

flowers are nice, but I would 

most likely take the ice cream.  

I’m not sure what my Gran 

would do, if she had to make 
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Operation  

 Christmas Child 
For May we are collecting 
marbles, balls, games, 
puzzles, coloring books, 
yoyos, and anything the 
color GREEN. 

WWAM will not meet again until 
Fall and then only if we are not 
under a Shelter In Place order.  
Look for updated information in 
our August Newsletter. 

Please consider giving 
a donation of your  
blood as it is in great 
demand during this 
time of the Covid-19 
outbreak.  Please con-
tact Pastor Michael to 
set up your appoint-
ment time online.  The 
drive will be on May 22 
from 9:30 am to 3:30 
pm in the Agape Fami-
ly Center.  The need is 
URGENT! 

It was Jesus, Who asked us to 

consider the lilies of the field, 

because worry is not in their 

DNA, but if we don’t see past 

the lilies of the field, we might 

miss the focus of Jesus’ para-

ble: 

God is the real focus of Jesus’ 

story. 

It is God, Who “clothes” the 

grass of the field. 

We know, that flowers do not 

have a moral conscience, and 

therefore, they simply behave 

as they have been created to 

do: they praise the Lord, by 

reflecting His beauty. 

And God only called these ex-

quisite beauties “good”. 

Whereas, after creating Adam 

and Eve, in His own image … 

God describes humanity, as 

“Very good”.  

We worry about uncertain 

times, we worry about wars 

and rumors of wars, disease, 

earthquake, famine and flood; 

because we were created, 

with a capacity to worry – but 

don’t forget what the Apostle 

Paul, inspired the Holy Spirit, 

said to Philippi – “Be anxious 

about nothing.” 

I know, it’s easy for me to say 

and hard for you to do. 

God does allow some bad 

things to happen, and we do 

not fully understand His pur-

pose, but we do have His 

help! 

Jesus said; 

(Continued from page 1) 33 But seek first his kingdom 

and his righteousness, and all 

these things will be given to 

you as well. 

One of the things God can 

give you, is His protective 

care. 

Some hardship will get 

through, but we have no 

idea, of the things which 

never reach us, due to God’s 

surrounding Presence. 

Trust in the Lord and you will 

not be disappointed. 

In Christ’s Love, 

Pastor Michael 

Bishop Ruben Saenz, Jr. is 
calling on all United Meth-
odists in Kansas and Ne-
braska, to pray the Lord’s 
Prayer at noon, each day, 
until we are able to have 
some normalcy in our lives 
again. 
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All times are PM 
unless otherwise 
indicated.  

OTTERBEIN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH AND  

BUNKER HILL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
26 

 

 

 

 

27 28 

 

29 

 

 

 

 

 

30 

 

 

 

1 

 

2 

3  4th Sunday of      
Easter 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                           

4 

 

 

 

 

 5   6:30am  Men’s 

Prayer Breakfast @ 

Upper Room 

 

 

 

 

6   7:35 am Clergy           

Comments 

 

 

7 

 

8 9 

 

 

 10   5th Sunday of       

Easter 

 

 

 

11  12 

6:30 am  Men’s Pray-

er Breakfast @ Upper 

Room 

 

 

13  7:35 am Clergy 

Comments 

 

 

 

 

14 

 

 

15 

 

 

16 

 

17  6th Sunday of 

Easter 

 

3:30 –4:30 Postrock 

Covenant @ Otter-

bein 

No SHYF/JHYF 

18 

 

 

 

 

 

19  6:30 am  Men’s 

Prayer Breakfast @ 

Upper Room 

   

6 pm — Trustee’s  

Meeting 

              

20 7:35 am Clergy 

Comments 

 

 

7pm— Ad  Council 

 

21 

 

22 

 

 

23 

24  7th Sunday of 

Easter 

 

______ _________ 

31  Day of Pente-

cost 

25 

 

 

 

26 

6:30 am  Men’s Pray-

er Breakfast @ Upper 

Room 

 

27 

 

 

 

. 

 

28 

 

 

 

29 30 

May 2020 



Page 4 
The Messenger 



Volume 21 Issue 5 Page 5 
 

God, as more people get 
sick, healthcare workers 
and first responders are 
working longer hours with 
fewer supplies and with 
more risk of contracting the 
new coronavirus them-
selves. Renew their energy 
and sustain them on long 
shifts. Bring Your protec-
tion upon them as they 
work with patients. Multi-
ply their supplies so they 
have the protective items 
needed to stay safe on the 
job. 

Inspire and invigorate the 
research doctors developing 
better tests to diagnose the 
virus, create vaccines to 
prevent it, and identify pro-
tocols to eliminate the dis-
ease’s spread. 

 
  Amen 
 
 

 

Prayer for Covid-19 

First Responders 

& 

Medical 

Professionals 
Dear God, 

As we face these uncertain times 

in our nation and the world, we 

ask you, Lord, to dwell among us. 

We are comforted by the 

knowledge that You alone are our 

Savior and Lord, and the ulti-

mate Master of life. We trust our 

nation to Your loving care, Lord. 

Send Your Spirit to touch the 

hearts of our nation’s leaders. 

Give them the wisdom to know 

what is right, and the courage to 

do it. Give us Your light and Your 

truth to guide us in our ways so 

that we may seek Your will in our 

lives and impact the world 

around us for Your Kingdom. In 

Jesus' Name we pray. 

Amen 

 

For I am sure that neither 
death nor life, nor angels 
nor rulers, nor things pre-
sent nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height 
nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us 
from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord . 

(Romans 8:38–39).  

“ For I know the plans I have 
for you," declares the LORD, 
"plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you 

hope and a future.” -
 Jeremiah 29:11  

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%208.38%E2%80%9339
https://www.biblestudytools.com/jeremiah/29-11.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/jeremiah/29-11.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/jeremiah/29-11.html
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OTTERBEIN STEWARDSHIP  

REPORT for March 2020 

Worship Avg. Attendance: 35  

Sunday School Average:   14 

 Total Income: $ 10,213 

       Total Expenses: $ 8,811 

MaY Sermons: 
May 3 

 

Acts 2:42-47 
“Bit O’ Honey” 

 
 

May 10 
1 Peter 2:2-10 
“Cornerstone” 

 
 

May 17 
John 14:15-21 

“For Keeps” 
 
 

May 24 
John 3:7 

“You Must!” (Be Born Again) 
May 31 

1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 
“Gifted” 

BUNKER HILL STEWARDSHIP  

REPORT for March 2020 

Worship Avg. Attendance:  18 

UMW Attendance: 0 

 Total Income: $1,222 

 Total Expenses: $2,241 

 

 
 

You may stay connected with us, on-line, and ac-

cess our live-streams, through the Otter-

bein/Bunker Hill website, at … 

http://otterbeinumc.com/  

Simply go to the website above and then, you 

may select the “Live-Stream Worship” page, and 

click on either our YouTube or Facebook links, to 

join us for on-line worship. 

While on our YouTube page, don’t forget to click 

the subscribe button. 

And … if you choose Facebook don’t forget to “like 

us”. 

Our Sunday, March 29, live-stream video on Face-

book, now has 216 views, so people are continu-

ing to watch our services on-line. 

Praise the Lord! 

The Communications and Technology Team has 

been working hard, to refine and improve our live-

streaming capabilities. 

New equipment is being added, which will make 

our YouTube live-stream even better.   

We are learning as we go, and it has been an ex-

citing journey along the way.  Thank you, for your 

patience! 

The potential, to share the Gospel message, 

through the internet, opens up new possibilities 

for evangelism; and therefore, we have already 

made a decision, to continue our live-streams, 

when the threat of the pandemic is over. 

We invite you, to join us for on-line worship! 

If you would like to tithe on line, we have a PayPal 

button, on our website, at 

http://otterbeinumc.com/ 

People have been asking what the service charges 

are for PayPal. 

For non-profits, it is 2.2 cents on the dollar, plus a 

.30 cent service charge, per gift.  This service 

charge is for the convenience of giving on-line.  

For example, if your gift was $10.00, the total Pay-
(Continued on page 7) 

http://otterbeinumc.com/
http://otterbeinumc.com/
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Due to the Covid-19 virus,  we will not be 
having Communion, Coffee Fellowship, or 
Greeters until we are able to get back to 
our regular Worship .  If you would like to 
volunteer to do Children’s Moments or be 
Liturgist, please let us know.  We are 
always looking for volunteers. 

 

 

  May 4  Rodney Gage 
   Alex Elizabeth Green  
  May 7   Caleigh Evans 
  May 8  Ann Blessing-Deyoe 
   
  May 12  Mark Cook 
   Joshua Finger 
  May 14  Taten Schlochtermeier 
  May  16  Don Reinhardt 
     Ann Potter 
 
  May 17  Jelicia Strouse 
  May 18  Rowan Richards 
  Mary 22  Nadine Lee 
  May 29  Andi Varner 
   
  May 31  Marie Smith 
   Michael Smith 
   Pat Wise 
May 28 David & Stephanie Dickerson 

 
 
 

Pal charge to process that gift would be .22 

cents plus .30 cents.  That means .52 cents for 

$10.00, or .74 cents for $20.00.  For a $10.00 

tithe, you would be credited for a tithe of $9.48, 

or you may choose to offer 10.53, if you want 

to cover the processing fee, yourself and still 

offer a tithe of $10.00, to the Lord. 

I know people are anxious, to get things back 

to “normal”. 

Irregardless, of what policy decisions are made 

at the State or Federal levels, I know you are 

people of faith, who are also smart enough, to 

make safe and wise decisions, to protect your-

self from the Corona virus. 

Ultimately, each moment, we trust God with 

our lives.   

God also gave us brains, to think with. 

Do we want to exercise our faith in God?  Of 

course!   

Do we want to put the Lord, our God, to a test, 

with reckless behavior?  No. 

An “all-clear” announcement from Topeka or 

Washington DC, does not necessarily mean 

conditions are safe, here, in Russell County. 

Pray for wisdom, make wise choices, and trust 

God for the rest. 

May the Lord keep and protect you! 

In His Love, 

Pastor Michael  

(Continued from page 6) 



 
Otterbein & Bunker Hill 
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FORWARDING  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

Debt-free, by Grace 

Visiting with her passenger, Uber driver Latonya Young mentioned her determination to finish col-
lege — and a $700 debt that barred her from enrolling in more classes. “Every time I got ready to 
pay the money, my kids needed something,” she said later. “I said, ‘Okay, I’ll just wait.’” 
 
To Young’s great surprise, a few days after that Uber conversation, she learned that her customer, 
Kevin Esch, had paid her debt; she could reenroll! In response, Young persevered to finish her de-
gree with strong grades. “When he paid the balance, I had to do this for him,” she said of Esch, 
who attended her graduation. 
 
Young’s self-sacrifice for her children and Esch’s self-sacrifice for a stranger both pale, of course, 
in comparison to Jesus’ sacrifice of his very life to save us. Like Young held back by debt, we were 
captive to sin until “the Son of Man came … to give his life as a ransom” (Matthew 20:28, ESV). 
Young did nothing to earn Esch’s gift, and we can do nothing to earn salvation. But as she respond-
ed by using the gift to its fullest, we embrace God’s gift by living in thanksgiving and praise, love 
and service. 


