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11 Jesus is ‘the

stone you
builders rejected, which
has become the cornerstone.’[Psalm 118:22]

In the early chapters of the Acts of the Apostles, there is a tremendous out-pouring of
God’s Spirit, in Jerusalem. Thousands of
people placed their faith in Christ, as the
result of God working through the ministry
of Peter and John.

12 Salvation is found in no one else, for
there is no other name under heaven
given to mankind by which we must be
saved.”

Over the years, I have noticed something. When you answer God’s call, to
serve Him in the world, the enemy of
God will oppose you.
Is this a reason not to serve the LORD?

The record of converts is reported in Acts 4:4 By no means!
… “4 But many who heard the message believed; so the number of men who believed God is faithful to defend His children!
grew to about five thousand.”
The enemy can never attack the children
of God, any more than God allows.
An incredible movement of God’s Spirit!
While it is true, that God does sometimes
And yet … this glorious time of the growth of allow us to be impacted by the enemy’s
God’s Kingdom is also marked by the oppo- opposition, this in no way means that
sition of the enemy.
we should be too afraid to serve the
The priests and Sadducees, arrest Peter and LORD.
John and place them in jail over-night. As
the Spirit moves Peter, he tells them:
8b “Rulers and elders of the people!

Any strength trainer knows: there must
be resistance, in order to achieve
growth.

9 If we are being called to account today for Where we could get into trouble, is by
an act of kindness shown to a man who was being tempted to take our eyes off of the
LORD, and focus, instead, on the problame and are being asked how he was
lems we face.
healed,
10 then know this, you and all the people of
Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom
God raised from the dead, that this man
stands before you healed.

When king Jehoshaphat was being attacked by a vast army of Ammonites and
Moabites, the LORD spoke to him, in 2
Chronicles 20:15 …
“15 He said: ‘Listen, King Jehoshaphat
and all who live in Judah and Jerusalem!

This is what the Lord says to you: ‘Do not
be afraid or discouraged because of this
vast army. For the battle is not yours, but
God’s.’”
Over the years, I have come to decide,
that the more the enemy opposes a servant of God, the more the LORD is planning to d
o through that ordinary person.

So how about you?
Have you faced opposition in your faith?
Not only are there daily personal struggles, we also struggle to carry out God’s
mission to reach

the lost, disciple believers and equip the
saints.
I love it, when a plan comes together. The
Bible is God’s plan for humanity, and He is
absolute Truth! We’ve read the end of the
Book. We know how it turns out: God
wins.
Ultimate victory belongs to God and to all,
who are faithful to Him.
Stand to serve Him.
Where do you stand with the all-powerful
God of the universe?
Do you know Him?
He Loves you; He wants to know you …
and … He has a wonderful plan for your
life!
Start living into it!

(Continued on page 5)
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WWAM will be held at 5:00
pm on February 4, 2020.
The ladies will be making
Kids’ Club is back in session Valentine favors for the
after a short Christmas break. nursing homes’ residents.
The high school girls who
We invite you to come join
help with the kids are going the fun and fellowship of
to be presenting the lessons
creating Valentines for the
in our “God’s Big Picture”
residents of the Senior Livseries, along with helping the
ing Centers.
kids with their crafts. We are
also beginning to work on
manners with an emphasis on
table manners. After the chil- Music
dren master all the manners,
we will be taking them out to Ministry

a nice restaurant where they
can use their acquired
knowledge in a more formal
setting.

Joyce Eurit
and Rebecca Finnegan led nursing
home services on Sunday, January
19th. Joyce accompanied the services on piano. The song selections reflected the believer’s admonition to praise God, no matter
the circumstances. Rebecca spoke
from Romans 12, to present one’s
body as a living sacrifice. Many
residents attended the services and
joined heartily in song. Please
remember to pray for and visit
those who are “in-bound.” As we
do it unto them, we are doing it to
the Lord.

Operation
Christmas Child
For February, we are col
lecting Hats, Gloves,
Scarves or anything Pink.
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February 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

26

27

28

29

30

31

1

2 4th Sunday after
Epiphany —
Holy Communion

3

4 6 am Men’s Prayer Breakfast @ Meridy’’s

5

6

7

8

13

14

15

Pop UR Top
5 pm — WWAM

9 5th Sunday after 10
Epiphany
Potluck Dinner after
worship service

11
6 am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast @ Meridy’s

4—6 pm SH//JHYF

12 7:35 am Clergy
Comments

4—5:45 pm Kids Club
7 pm — Pastor Bible

7 pm — BHUMW

17

18

19
6 am Men’s
20
Prayer Breakfast
7:35 am Clergy Com@ Meridy’s
ments
6 pm — Trustee’s
4—5::45 pm Kid’s
Meeting
Club
7 pm —Pastor’s Bible
7pm— Ad Council
Study:

21

22

24

25

28

29

3:30 –4:30 Postrock
Covenant @ Otterbein
4—6 SHYF
26 Transfiguration
Sunday

4—5::45 pm Kid’s
Club

7 pm — Pastor Bible
Study

4—6 pm SHYF/
JHYF

16 6th Sunday
after Epiphany

7:35 am Clergy Comments

6 am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast @ Meridy’s

3:30-4:30-Postrock

6:30pm- Trustee Mtg

Covenant @ OUMC

Bunker Hill

4pm-6pm SH/JHYF

7:00 pm– Ad Council
BH

26 7:35 am Clergy
Comments
7 pm —Ash
Wednesday Service
@ Bunker Hill UMC
4-5:45 pm Kid’s Club

27
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Lenten
Season

(Continued from page 1)

Through prayer, worship, fellowship, service and biblical study, God has mappedout a strategy for our success.
Yet, even if we do fail … because we have
been faithful, we win!
Prayer is our invitation, to God, to inhabit
our lives and bless our efforts for Him.
This is true in our personal lives, and, it is
true in our community of faith, or church
family.

Lent, the church-year season
that begins on Ash Wednesday, is a time of penitence and
spiritual renewal. Some people
give up a luxury or vice during
Lent as a form of self-denial;
others undertake a project that
benefits others.

Are you committed to a ministry of prayer?
I hope we all could commit to such an
important aspect of our faith and work for
the LORD.

As you prayerfully discern the LORD’s will,
for your life and the life of our Church,
may He richly bless and keep you, and
remember:
1 John 4:4 says,
“4 You, dear children, are from God and
have overcome them, because the one
who is in you is greater than the one who
is in the world.”
It pleases the LORD, when we worship
Him together.
I hope to see you in worship!
In Christ’s Love, Pastor Michael
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Lenten Luncheons

Week 1 — March 4th
Otterbein UMC
Week 2 — March 11th
St. Mary, Queen of
Angels
Week 3 — March 18th
Trinity UMC
Wed., Feb. 26 — Ash
Week 4 — March 25th
Wednesday
St. John Lutheran
7:00 pm —Bunker Hill UMC
April 9—Maundy-Thursday Week 5 — April 1st
United Emmanuel
Come & Go Communion
5:00--8:00 pm—Otterbein
Lutheran, Milberger
UMC
Week 6 — April 8th —
April 10—Good Friday
Holy Week
Tenebrae Service
First Congregational
7:00 pm — Otterbein UMC

The point isn’t to denigrate
ourselves or to see how much
we can do without. Instead,
Lent helps us reflect on Jesus’
death. As Timothy Keller writes
in The Reason for God: “The
Christian Gospel is that I am so
flawed that Jesus had to die for
me, yet I am so loved and valued that Jesus was glad to die
for me. This leads to deep humility and deep confidence at
the same time. It undermines
both swaggering and sniveling. I cannot feel superior to
anyone, and yet I have nothing
to prove to anyone. I do not
think more of myself nor less of
myself. Instead, I think of myself
less.”
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OTTERBEIN STEWARDSHIP
REPORT for December 2019
Worship Avg. Attendance: 53
Sunday School Average: 23
Total Income: $ 13,628
Total Expenses: $ 8,708

T

BUNKER HILL STEWARDSHIP
REPORT for December 2019
Worship Avg. Attendance: 16
UMW Attendance: 0
Total Income: $1,422
Total Expenses: $4,239

The Senior High Youth group‘s trip to Branson
was pretty great. I went with some pretty amazing
people. The ride there was kind of boring. One of
our youth leaders had asked me and a couple of my
friends if we wanted to play cards. We said,
“Sure.” So we were playing cards and having fun.
Once we got to Branson, we checked in at our hotel and then went to the concert. The bands and
speakers were so amazing. The next morning, one
of my friends and I wanted coffee. We were told
that there was coffee upstairs. We walked and realized that it was hot coffee. None of us drank hot
coffee. So, we ran to Starbucks, which was right
across the street. After the concert that morning,
we were allowed to roam around the strip mall.
My friends and I all wanted to go somewhere completely different, so we walked around and made
sure we hit the places we wanted. It actually
brought us three closer together. That night we
heard “Skillet” play, and they were amazing! After
the concert, when we got back to the hotel, we
three went swimming, played cards, and talked. I
think everyone in the senior high youth group who
went would agree that it was super fun!

February Sermons:
February 2
Micah 6: 1-8
“Walk About”
February 9
Matthew 5:13-20
“Salt Shaker”

Holiday Fun!

Kylie Houck

February 16
1 Corinthians 3:1-9
“Place Card”
February 23
2 Peter 1:16-21
“Mouthpiece”

FEBRUARY 16TH
Bring your favorite dish and join us after
Worship Service for some good food and
time to visit with your Otterbein family!
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Communion Stewards
Sharlene Funk

Greeters
February 2

Rebecca Finnegan
February 9
Judy Riebel & Tom Cook
February 16
Sharlene Funk
February 23

February 3
February 4
February 6
February 7
February 11
February 12
February 14
February 15
February 16
February 17
February 20

Craig Sanford

Coffee Fellowship
February 9

February 21
February 22
February 24

Marth Smith-Kennedy

Children’s Moments

February 26

Rick Biles
Joyce Eurit
Traeson Harrison
Judy Trotter
Connie Wagner
Sandra Stricker
Josh Richards
Deanna Rome
Charlotte Merritt
Marla Brumbalow
Laura Renee Friesen
Kathy Cook
Sarah Firestone
Penny Riedel
Verna Hutchings
Becky Partridge
Kathy Branum
Finley Viljanmaa
Mike Hopper
Laura Biles
Teri Wannamaker
Ken Hurla

February 9
Vicki Richards
February 16

Rebecca
February
14 Finnegan
Klaus & Traci Viljanmaa
February 23
Craig Sanford

Don & Mary Reinhardt

Otterbein & Bunker Hill
United Methodist Church
136 West Wisconsin—P.O. Box 818
Russell, KS 67665-0818
Church Phone: 785-483-2629
Parsonage Phone: 785-483-5831

FORWARDING SERVICE REQUESTED

In the Image of Love
While using play therapy with young cancer patients, social worker Amy Jandrisevits found that
kids identify best with dolls that resemble them — yet doll diversity was rare.
As described in Gather magazine, she launched a line called “A Doll Like Me” that customizes
dolls not only to “a child’s ethnicity, gender, hair color and interests, but also their physical characteristics such as clefts, birthmarks, scars and limb differences.” She adds, “It is more than just
a doll to a child; it is a representation of the child who owns it.” So far, Jandrisevits has made
300+ dolls for kids worldwide — a project she considers to be a ministry.
Dolls representing vast human differences are a profound reminder that God infused the world
with variety and pronounced it good. Just as each custom-made doll is made in the image of the
child who will adopt and love it, we’re made in the image of God, who claims us as his beloved
children.

