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Who was St. Patrick? 
As he still lives 

among that 

“great cloud of 

witnesses,” 

which sur-

rounds the 

throne of God, 

perhaps I 

should ask; 

who is he?   

First and foremost, St. Patrick is 

a child of God; second, he is our 

brother in Christ.  

Why did he become famous?   

That is a longer story, and wor-

thy of telling because his life 

brought Glory to God. 

While Patrick was credited with 

driving all the snakes out of Ire-

land, he was God’s servant, who 

brought the Gospel of Jesus to 

Ireland.  He became a shepherd 

of God’s people there. 
 

Time and folklore may have em-

bellished his story, a wee bit, 

and yet the life he lived contin-

ues to inspire believers today: 

Saint Patrick was a British boy, 

who became a slave in Ireland.  

He later escaped from Ireland 

and was educated in continental 

monasteries.  As a servant of 

God, he returned to Ireland 

preaching and teaching the 

Gospel and building churches, 

among the very people who had 

held him a slave.  Saint Patrick 

is now the Patron Saint of Ire-

land.  He died about 485 A.D. 
 

In Ireland, St. Patrick demon-

strated the sacrificial love of 

God.  He wanted to give his life 

in order to make a difference in 

the lives of the Irish, regardless 

of how they had mistreated him 

when he was a boy.   
 

One of the themes of Lent is 

self-sacrifice.   

How are we doing with self-

sacrifice?   

Taking time to focus on the Len-

ten programs of the Church, 

along with worship, prayer, the 

study of His Word, fellowship 

and witness, can help us “To 

know Christ and make Him 

known.”   

 

What is going on at Church this 

Lenten season?   

To begin, we have written our 

own Lenten Devotional Guide, 

which features daily devotions 

for each of the forty days of 

Lent, plus the Sabbaths, lead-

ing up to Resurrection Sunday.  

I want to take a moment to 

thank all of you, who contribut-

ed to this project.  I know God 

will bless you for taking time to 

share your hearts in this way.  

The Lenten Devotional Guide 

begins on Ash Wednesday, 

March 1, 2017, and continues 

throughout Lent, until Easter 

Sunday morning.  

  

Other special activities for 

Lent include: 

Ash Wednesday Service, 
Wednesday, March 1, 2017, 

7:00 p.m., at Otterbein UMC. 

Lenten Lunches sponsored 

by the Russell Area Associa-

tion of Churches, March 8
th
 

through April 12
th
.  Otterbein 

will host the lunch on March 

22. 

Maundy Thursday Service & 

Holy Communion, Thursday, 

April 13, 2017, 7:00 p.m., at 

Bunker Hill UMC. 

 

(continued on page 5) 
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MISSION NEWS 

“But do not forget to do good 

and to share, for with such sac-

rifices God is well pleased.”  

Hebrews 13:16 

For many years Otterbein con-

gregation has taken an offering 

on Easter Morning to send to 

Red Bird Mission.  For a time it 

was designated to go to Phyllis 

Crouse, a teacher at Red Bird 

School, but since she has re-

tired the Ad Council voted to 

continue to send the offering to 

Red Bird Mission.  The commit-

ment is for $500 this year. 

A little background on Red Bird 

Mission.  The Red Bird area of 

Kentucky is deep in the Appala-

chian Mountains, in Bell, Clay 

and Leslie counties.  The rug-

ged mountains make for beauti-

ful scenery, but also difficult 

transportation, little employ-

ment, and extreme poverty.  

While on the average about 

17% of Kentuckians live below 

the federal poverty level, in 

these 3 counties, the poverty 

levels are far worse: 35%, 37% 

and 29%.  These 3 counties are 

all ranked in the top 20 poorest 

counties in the entire country.  

How should we work to help en-

sure that residents here have 

food to eat, can meet their basic 

needs, and share in the oppor-

tunities afforded the rest of the 

country?  We can’t imagine a 

better solution than Red Bird 

Mission. 

Founded with just a school in 

1921, today it has grown to a 

full-service mission of the Unit-

ed Methodist Church, the only 

one of its kind in the U.S.  It 

serves approximately 14,000 

people each year.  The large 

main campus with dining hall 

and cabins, volunteer quarters, 

several residencies for mission 

directors, a volunteer fire de-

partment, storage for building 

materials and maintenance fa-

cilities for the buildings and the 

Mission’s 50 vehicles.  A sec-

ond campus houses a church 

and senior center. 

Red Bird Mission programs and 

services cover all the areas that 

are important to this community:  

Education through the Red Bird 

Mission School for 160 students 

in grades K-12, Health and 

Wellness including medical and 

dental clinics, a pharmacy, 

home care, and health educa-

tion programs, Economic Op-

portunity through a craft store 

for local artisans and the Com-

munity Store which offers high 

quality used clothing, Work 

Camp for improvements to 

homes in the area.  Each year, 

about 3000 volunteers (up to 

120 per week) repair over 200 

homes and help improve living 

conditions for residents of the 

Red Bird area, Community Out-

reach these programs help Red 

Bird area residents become 

food secure through farming 

and gardening. 

Mission staff members hold 

deep respect for the local cul-

ture.  Many grew up in the area, 

graduated from Red Bird Mis-

sion School, and are currently 

raising families here.  People 

here are very family oriented, 

they own their own land, rela-

tives and several generations 

are likely to reside near each 

other.  People take care of their 

own; even though there’s a very 

high homeless rate, you don’t 

see it because multiple genera-

tions and multiple families may 

live in one house.  People here 

are very proud and resilient, 

they have a history of hunting, 

gardening and canning, so can 

survive tough circumstances. 

After going on the Mission Trip 

to Red Bird in 2015, I have a 

new appreciation for the work, 

love and dedication that the 

staff have for the people in this 

mountainous area and the love 

and appreciation that the com-

munity have for Red Bird!!  Ab-

solutely nothing is wasted! 

WWAM also collects Campbell 

Soup Labels and Box Top for 

Education labels to send to Red 

Bird, with these they are able to 

buy needed items for the school 

& to buy vehicles etc.  So if you 

have not been saying these la-

bels please start now (see Mar-

tha Kennedy for a full list of la-

bels that are collected). 

Please be in prayer and open to 

what the Lord would have you 

give toward the Red Bird East-

er Offering this year.  Be as 

generous as you can, God will 

bless you for it. 
 

MISSON KIDS 

Elizabeth, Jaleel, Jamaal, and 

Viktor joined Miss Rebecca for 

February Mission Kids.  Nathan 

assisted.  We looked at our 

“Kids Praying for Kids” calendar 

books from Samaritans Purse 

and located Afghanistan & Hon-

duras.  We read stories of the 

hardships facing these children 

& prayed for them.  Then re-

freshments were served as we 

watched a SuperBook story on 

the Prodigal Son.   

Rebecca 
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indicated.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 

7:35 am Clergy 

Comments 

 

5:30 Kids Club 

7 Ash Wed. Service 

 

2 

 

 

 

5:30 Otterbein Stew-

ardship Campaign 

Meeting 

3 

World Day of Prayer 

4 

 

5 

Trustee Mtg.  

4 JRYF & SRYF 

6:30 Bible Study 

Pop UR Top Sunday 

 

6 

 

 

 

 

7 

6 am  Men’s Prayer 

Breakfast @ Meri-

dy’s 

 

 

4 pm WWAM 

8 

7:35 am Clergy 

Comments 

12 Lenten Luncheon 

5:30 Kids Club 

7  BH UMW 

7:30 Choir Practice 

9 

 

10 11 

Change Clocks—

Spring FORWARD 

12 

Coffee Fellowship 

following  worship 

2 Baby Shower for 

Soldans 

4 JRYF & SRYF 

6:30 Bible Study 

13 

Frist Church—Ellis 

 

 

7 Circle of Friends—

Game night 

14 

6 am  Men’s Prayer 

Breakfast @ Meri-

dy’s 

 

15 

7:35 am Clergy 

Comments 

12 Lenten Luncheon 

5:30 Kids Club 

7:30 Ad Council 

16 

 

 

 

 

 

17 

 

18 

 

19 

 

 

 

 

6:30 Bible Study 

20 

 

21 

6 am  Men’s Prayer 

Breakfast @ Meri-

dy’s 

 

 

22 

7:35 am Clergy 

Comments 

12 Lenten Luncheon 

 

7:30 Choir Practice 

23 

 

 

 

 

 

24 25 

 

26 

Food Pantry Sunday 

One Great Hour of 

Sharing Offering 

4 JRYF & SRYF 

6:30 Bible Study 

37 

 

 

 

 

28 

6 am  Men’s Prayer 

Breakfast @ Meri-

dy’s 

 

 

29 

7:35 am Clergy 

Comments 

12 Lenten Luncheon 

 

7:30 Choir Practice 

30 31  

    March 2017 
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(continued from pg. 1) 

Good Friday Community Ser-

vice, Fri. March 25, 2016, First 

Congregational Church, at 12:05 

p.m.  Pastor Ron Wedel, preach-

er. 

Easter Sunrise Service, Otter-
bein UMC, Sunday, April 16, at 

sunrise. 

Easter Sunday Worship Ser-

vices, at 9:15 a.m., Bunker Hill & 
10:45 a.m., Otterbein. 

 

Brother Patrick made a difference 

in the lives of the Irish, by receiv-

ing and offering the forgiveness 

of Christ. 

Lent is a time when we should 

seek the Lord’s guidance and 

pray for those who are not walk-

ing with Him.  His great heart of 

Love is filled with compassion for 

the least, the last and the lost.  

That includes you and me.  

Don’t let the season of Lent go 

by, without your participation.  

Get involved at Church, and 

watch God stretch your faith, as 

He also lengthens the days of 

spring.  I’ll see you in Church! 

In Christ’s Love, 

Pastor Michael 

 

CIRCLE OF FRIENDS 

  On March 13, at 7 pm, Circle of 

Friends will meet for GAME 

NIGHT!!  Come and enjoy the 

wonderful fellowship and great 

fun. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Beloved, let us love one anoth-

er, for love is of God, and every 

one that loveth is born of God 

and knoweth God.  He that 

loveth not, knoweth not God, 

for God is love.” 1 John 4:7,8 

(21st Century King James) 

Remember that chorus?  It 

seemed appropriate that the 

Children’s Sunday School 

Class lessons focus on love—

God’s love for us and our love 

for each other. 

We decorated a sanctuary win-

dow with verse 7 of 1 John by 

matching letters to cut out 

hearts, had a Valentine’s Day 

party, practiced songs on 

drums and kazoos, and are 

practicing a story to share in 

church. 

Rebecca 
 

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH 

We hope you are feeling 

blessed and know how much 

the Lord loves you! 

Our average attendance is 11-

12 junior high youth on any giv-

en Sunday. 

We mostly have girls but have 

do have one boy that does at-

tend. 

Over a month ago we took the 

youth in the van around town 

and delivered bulletin's to the 

shut-ins. 

They really enjoyed the chance 

to visit with the people and 

made some good friends as 

well. There were big smiles and 

hugs for everybody! 

Crystal Alexander who is doing 

missionary work in Paris soon 

spent an afternoon with us.  

She explained what her main job 

will be there and some of the 

challenges with that. 

While here she also taught us 

some new games to play as 

well. 

Thank you for praying and sup-

porting these youth!  They are 

so wonderful and are such a joy. 

May God bless you!! 

In Him, 

Pat and Mark 

 

Russell Association of 

Churches 

Lenten Luncheons 

The theme for the 2017 
Russell Association of 

Churches Community Lenten 
Luncheon series is “The 

Least of These”, following 

the scripture of Matthew 
25:34-40.  Wednesdays, 

shortly after 12:00 noon, 
the Russell County congre-

gations are invited to share 
a meal and worship.  This 

year’s schedule follows: 

March 8th  St. John Lutheran 
 Church 

March 15th  Trinity UMC 

March 22nd  Otterbein UMC 

March 29th  St. Mary Queen of 
 Angels 

April 5th  United Emmanuel 

    Lutheran Church,  Milberger   

April 12th  Men’s Luncheon  

     First Congregational Church 
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OTTERBEIN STEWARDSHIP  

REPORT 

January 

Worship Avg. Attendance:  66      

Sunday School Average:    25  

 Total Income: $7029.54 

January 1  $2472.00 

January 8  $1602.67 

January 15 No church 

January 22 $2025.99 

January 29 $ 928.88 

 Total Expenses: $8575.83 

2017 Budget needed per month: 

$10,868.00 

MARCH SERMON SERIES 
   

Ash Wednesday, March 1 
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 
“Rendered Heart” 

 
March 5    

Matthew 4:1-11 
"Stone Soup"  

 
March 12 

 John 3:1-17  
"You Must Be Born Again" 
Written by John Wesley 

 
March 19  

John 4:5-15 
 "Jacob’s Well" 

 
March 26  

John 9:1-15 
 "Bright Sunny Day" 

VBS WISH LIST 

Below is a “Wish List” for Otterbein’s VBS.  It will 

be held in July.  If you have any questions about 

the articles needed, please talk to Cindy 

Saryerwinnie. 

 

Empty paper towel /toilet paper tubes 

Duct tape—various colors 

Tacky glue 

Clothes pins 

Scrapbook paper 

Fabric scraps 

Magnet strips (1 roll) 

Empty, clean baby food jars with lids 

Washi craft tape 

Sturdy disposable plates 

Foam / sponge hearts 

9 oz. clear plastic cups 

Distilled water 

Super-fine sand paper 

Shaving cream 

Foam brushes 

 

There will be a continued list in next month’s 
newsletter.  If you are able to donate any of 
these items, please bring them to the church.  
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Communion Stewards 

Shawn & Sara Evans 

 

Greeters 
 

March 5 
June Knackstedt 

 
March 12 

Leigh Jamison 
 

March 19 
Ann Potter 

 
March 26 

Patty Lange 
 
 

Coffee Fellowship 

 

March 12 
Dale & Connie Wagner 

 
 

Children’s Moments 

 
 

March 5— Communion 
 

March 12—Rod Windholz 
 

March 19—Mission Kids 
 

March 26—Rebecca Finnegan 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 

March 1  Chuck Haynes 

   Reese Richards 

March 2  Ken Stielow 

March 4  Ila Siemers 

March 5   Sadee Soldan 

March 6  Tim Hopper 

March 7  Brad Bealby 

March 8  Nathan Wheelock   

March 13  Paul Satchell 

March 14  Taylor Hopper 

March 17  Pat Underwood 

March 18  Martha Kennedy 

   Marilyn Stoppel 

March 20  Justin Cook 

March 21  Bret Vancil 

   Campbell Lofland 

   Steven Tracy  

March 29  Leonard Shannon 

March 1  Chuck & Debbie Haynes 

March 19  Rod & Ashley Windholz 

March 25  Curt & Vicki Richards 

 

  



 
Otterbein & Bunker Hill 
United Methodist Church 
136 West Wisconsin—P.O. Box  818  

Russell, KS  67665-0818 

Church Phone: 785-483-2629 
Parsonage Phone: 785-483-5831 

 

FORWARDING  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

 

 

Our life is like the dial of a clock. The hands are 
God’s hands, passing over and over again — the 
short hand of discipline and the long hand of 
mercy. Slowly and surely, the hand of discipline 
must pass, and God speaks at each strike. But 

over and over passes the hand of mercy, showering down 
sixtyfold of blessing for each stroke of discipline or trial. And both 
hands are fastened to one secure point: the great, unchanging 
heart of a God of love.  
 
                                                                  —Virginia Brandt Berg  


