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“Beloved,

let us
love one another”
– 1 John 4:7a

ly angered, it keeps no record
of wrongs. 6 Love does not
delight in evil but rejoices
with the truth. 7 It always proI am amazed by
tects, always trusts, always
the Love of God,
hopes, always perseveres. 8
which stands in
such stark contrast Love never fails”
to this world we live in!
Throughout the history of the
The world seems to bubble with Church, God has raised up
leaders, who learned how to
insanity; but the world is really
an opportunity for the Church to love, by watching the example
of Jesus.
reach out in love.
So, the world is crazy; that’s not
exactly new revelation!
Yet, in the midst of this insanity,
God calls us to a higher way. In
fact, at the end of 1 Corinthians
12, Paul finished talking about
how the Body of Christ functions
in its various “job descriptions”,
and then wrote:
“And yet I show you a more
excellent way.”
What follows is “The Love Chapter”; Paul’s beautiful discourse
on Love, as the Holy Spirit inspired him:

things. But we can do small
things with great love."
Saint Valentine was a man
who let Jesus transform his
life.
Valentinus allowed Christ to
prevail over his ego, his pride
and his carnal nature; and
what resulted, was love.

All we really know about St.
Valentine is that he was a
Christian who lived in the third
Mother Teresa, now Saint Tere- century, and yet … the stories
sa, is famous for
that surround him, are stories
her incredible love of Christ-like character.
for the impoverOne legend about Valentine,
ished children of
states that he was persecuted
Calcutta, India.
Yet some leaders as a servant of Christ and
thrown in prison. When the
in the Church miss the imjudge learned of his faith in
portance of her example; as
Christ, he ordered Valentine to
they replace humility, with the
pray for his blind daughter and
pursuit of power, influence,
ask God to heal her. The story
prestige and the trappings of
goes that when St. Valentine
success.
prayed for the judge’s daughWe don’t all need to be
ter, her sight was restored, and
“important”, but we do all need so the grateful judge granted
to be faithful.
all of Valentine’s requests.
Saint Teresa became important, It’s February 2017, and we are
because it was never her goal, God’s people and the sheep of
to be important … only faithful. His pasture. He calls us to
She is famous for saying this:
love the unlovable; to reach out

“4 Love is patient, love is
kind. It does not envy, it does
not boast, it is not proud. 5 It
does not dishonor others, it is
not self-seeking, it is not easi- “Not all of us can do great

to those who do not know
(continued on page 5)
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Thank you from the
The Children's Sunday School
class focused on the birth of Jesus in December. We also decorated our Christmas tree,
made glitter pine cone decorations, star containers, jingle bell
key chains, painted poinsettia
light boxes, made a candy cane
poinsettia centerpiece, and
made candy cane reindeer. We
signed Christmas cards for our
families and had a belated
"Happy Birthday, Jesus!" party.
Jesus is the reason for the season, and that season is all year
round! Celebrate Jesus's birth,
life, death, and resurrection all
through the year and share it
with others.

bottom of our hearts!
Our God is a Great God
Join us Thursday, February
23rd at 7 PM. We will meet at
Otterbein and enjoy an evening
of Christian fellowship and
chocolate! We will share in a
scripture lesson and have an
activity to spread a little sweetness in our community.

Ps 46:1 God is our refuge and
strength, an ever-present
help in trouble.
When we feel that we just can’t
make things work.
He is always there!

I have felt this way in the last
few months. A couple of times I
have cried out to the Lord and
Looking forward to sharing
sweet fellowship with women of told Him I can’t do this, I just
don’t know what to do next.
our community!
Well, He always knows what
needs to happen. I am humbled
and blessed by the goodness of
our Lord. And by the Goodness
of Friends here at Otterbein. I
Rebecca:)
know we have been in your
prayers that always makes One
feel blessed beyond imagination. As the people of God, you
even went one step further. We
The Kids Club garage sale is
don’t know who our Secret Sanscheduled for Saturday, June
ta’s were but we know that God
10th. Start cleaning out those
led you to help where and howclosets, basements, cabinets
ever you could. We would just
and garages. God will turn your like to say Thank you from the
loaves and fishes into treasure
The Children's Sunday School for this great program we have bottom of our hearts. Our prayer and hope is that someday we
class would love to have volun- here at Otterbein. If you need
teers to play music for 15 min. something picked up, please let can pay it forward to someone
else that might have a need.
during class time each Sunday, me know.
There have been many blesseither at 9:30 or 10:15 a.m. If
Blessings,
ings throughout our tough time.
you would like to help, contact
The most important blessing
Rebecca Finnegan at (785)483- Alice 463-1795
2732. Thanks!
being you, our Friends.

Kids Club

May God bless each and every
one of you!
Gene and Ruth Ann Betts
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

Thu

All times are PM
unless otherwise
indicated.

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

9

10

11

16

17

18

23

24

25

7:35 am Clergy
Comments

5:30 Kids Club
7:30 Choir Practice
5

6

Mission Trip fund
Raiser Soup Supper
Trustee Mtg.

7

8

6 am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast @ Meridy’s

7:35 am Clergy
Comments

4 JRYF & SRYF

5:30 Kids Club

6:30 Bible Study

7 BH UMW
4 pm WWAM

Pop UR Top Sunday
12

13

Coffee Fellowship
following worship
2 Team Meetings

7:30 Choir Practice

14

15

6 am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast @ Meridy’s

7:35 am Clergy
Comments

4 JRYF & SRYF
5:30 Kids Club

6:30 bible Study

7:30 Ad Council
19

20

21

Church office closed 6 am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast @ Meridy’s

22
7:35 am Clergy
Comments

4 JRYF & SRYF

7 Circle of Friends
5:30 Kids Club

6:30 Bible Study

7:30 Choir Practice
26
Food Pantry Sunday
2 Nursing Home
Ministry
4 JRYF & SRYF
6:30 Bible Study

2 Wedding Shower
for Shelley Soldan &
Luke Johnson held
at 745 W. Wichita

37

28
6 am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast @ Meridy’s
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(continued from page 1)

Him. He calls us to work with
those who can never repay us.
There will always be unbelievers,
whose lives are badly off-track.
Sometimes they are difficult to
work with, and even difficult to
love, but God’s call remains the
same:
7 “Beloved, let us love one another, for love
is from God;
and everyone
who loves is
born of God
and knows
God. 8 The one who does not
love does not know God, for
God is love.” – 1 John 4:7-8.

OTTERBEIN MISSIONS

WWAM

On February 5, immediately
following morning worship,
there will be a Soup Supper.
This will be a fund-raiser for the
mission trip planned this summer. There will be soup, pie
and cinnamon rolls for you to
enjoy.

WWAM will meet on Tuesday,
February, at 4 pm. We will
make Valentine gift bags for our
Church Family Shut-ins.

Thanks for your participation.
Sharon Cochran,

LAWS OR LOVE?

WWAM President

Businessman John Barrier, unrecognizable in jeans and a Tshirt, cashed a check at his
longtime bank. But the teller
refused to validate his parking
ticket, saying Barrier hadn’t
made an official transaction. A
manager agreed, saying rules
were rules.

When we learn to reach out in
love, we will win unbelievers with
kindness! In some cases,
Christ’s witnesses have been
killed by the people they were try- Barrier then performed a major
transaction: withdrawing $1 miling to share the Love of God
lion and taking it elsewhere. He
with.
got his parking ticket validated
Elizabeth Elliott
after all.
chose to forgive the
people who murWhat a great illustration of the
dered her husband;
perils of legalism, when manshe returned to
made laws become more imthem, with the unportant than people. Jesus refailing Love of God!
peatedly healed and “worked”
They were so overwhelmed by
on the Sabbath, much to the
her marvelous grace, many of
dismay of religious leaders. He
them converted to Christianity.
was concerned about people’s
It has been said that the Blood of hearts, not their appearance.
the martyrs is the seed of the
Church.
What matters more to you:
laws or love?
Let’s pray for the world around
appearance or
us, and let’s pray for ourselves, to
substance? A
ask God to help us love those
heart examinawho do not know our Glorious
tion may be in
God!
order!
In Christian Love,
Pastor Michael

For the OCC Shoeboxes, we will
be collecting washcloths and
bars of soap during February.

Memory Keeping!
I am attempting to update the
church scrapbooks, OUMC and
the WWAM books. If you have
any photos, newspaper articles,
or memorabilia you would like
included, please place in the left
drawer of the hutch in the Upper
Room. Or you can deliver them
to me and I will make copies for
the church if you prefer to have
your things returned.
PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE
label all either on a separate
piece of paper or with the photo
safe pencil provided in the drawer (to be used on the back of the
photos only.). Please include
names of all persons in the photos as well as the DATES and or
YEAR. Your help is greatly appreciated!!
THANK YOU!
Connie Ebel
785-483-1284
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OTTERBEIN STEWARDSHIP
REPORT
December
Worship Avg. Attendance: 57
Sunday School Average:

22

Total Income: $6523.20
December 4

$3392.08

December 11 $1528.47
December 18 $ 459.65
December 25 $1143.00
Total Expenses: $10608.72

FEBRUARY SERMON SERIES
February 5
Matthew 5:13-20
"Pass the Salt"
February 12
Matthew 5:21-37
"Get Out of Jail Free"
February 19
Matthew 5:38-48
"Slap Happy"
February 26
Matthew 17:1-9
"Sunny D"

2017 Budget needed per month:
$10,868.00

Website:
http://www.otterbeinumc.com
Pastor Email:
meurit@greatplainsumc.org
Secretary Email:
lighthouse@otterbeinumc.com

Pastor Michael’s phone numbers:
Parsonage: 483-5831
Cell: 1-785-643-9044

NEWSLETTERS
This is the first month that the newsletter will be available by email.
Those that have an email on file, will
receive the newsletter electronically.
If you chose NOT to have it emailed
to you, please let Sheryl know. For
those that do not have email, copies
will still be mailed or available in the
church sanctuary.

Page 7

Volume 18Issue 2

February 4
February 6

Communion Stewards
Dale & Connie Wagner

Greeters
February 5
Rebecca Finnegan
February 12
Judy Novotny
February 19
Tom & Janet Taggart

February 11
February 12
February 13
February 16
February 17
February 19
February 20
February 21
February 22

February 26
Betty Saryerwinnie
Cindy Saryerwinnie

Coffee Fellowship

February 24

February 12
Russ & Becky Partridge

Traeson Harrison
Joyce Eurit
Judy Trotter
Connie Wagner
Josh Richards
Deanna Rome
Curt Richards
Laura Friesen
Sarah Firestone
Kathy Cook
Crystal Anschutz
Penny Riedel
Verna Hutchings
Becky Partridge
Kathy Branum
Nancy Underwood-Schmitt
Finley Viljanmaa
Alice Harris
Karen Gage
Mike Hopper
Teri Wannamaker

Children’s Moments
February 5— Communion
February 12—Mari Purdy
February 19—Mission Kids
February 26—Vicki Richards

February 14

Klaus & Traci Viljanmaa
Don & Mary Reinhardt

Otterbein & Bunker Hill
United Methodist Church
136 West Wisconsin—P.O. Box 818
Russell, KS 67665-0818
Church Phone: 785-483-2629
Parsonage Phone: 785-483-5831

FORWARDING SERVICE REQUESTED

Scripture promises that God has a plan for
our lives but also reveals that he wants us to
play an active role in that plan. In 2 Kings 3,
three kings band together to defeat Moab
but end up in an 80-mile desert. Amid this
dire situation, God commands the people,
“Make this valley full of ditches” (verse 16,
KJV) and promises to fill them with water —
even though it won’t rain.
Before the people’s need was supplied, they
had to trust God and act. The next morning,
water filled every ditch they had dug. Plus,
they were victorious in battle.
The takeaway? God will bring the blessing, but we may have to
dig first!

